[Basic plans for the combined orthopedic treatment of patients with rheumatoid arthritis and involvement of the joints of the lower extremities].
The paper focuses on the main principles of multi-modality orthopedic treatment of patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) presenting with the lower limbs affection, depending upon stage, activity, as well as particular features of disease course, functional incompetence of the joints and the limb as a whole, with due regard to the patient's volition and psychological status. It is necessary that opportunities for the RA patient's orthopedic rehabilitation be found before declaring him to be an invalid.